
gratulated for the noble services they may ren-

der to their fellows. If the record could be accu-

rately stated it would be found that by far the
larger amounts contributed are the aggregates of
pittances given by the masses, and which go so

largely to the supply of daily needs. So, too, in
matters of collections for all benevolent and relig-
ious purposes, the yearly contributions of those
with moderate means amount to many millions.
In connection with the marvelous developments
of wealth which have been made in America
within the last half century, not a few, but,
rather a multitude of business men have come

into the possession of great wealth, and it is a

notable fact that in great numbers of instances a

princely generosity has been manifested in its be-
stowment. Hundreds of millions of dollars are

thus represented in churches, universities, semin¬
aries, colleges, parks, fountains, galleries of art,
and especially in charitable institutions designed
for the cure or alleviation of suffering—in homes
for invalids, and in hospitals everywhere; and as

the years go by this spirit of benevolence is being
rapidly developed. Capital seems intent upon
giving back to labor its full reward, and more.

The outlook in the direction of endowments and
bequests was never so hopeful as it is to-day.

But this very fact brings with it its word of
caution. There must be no betrayal of trusts.
Even of more value than the noble impulse that
prompts the giving, is that other priceless posses¬
sion oífidelity.

This matter of wisely handling large amounts
of capital in the care and conduct of hospitals
and charitable institutions is one that often bears
close relation to the medical men in charge.
They, too, are often responsible in measure for
the direction in which charities shall be bestow
ed. On the part of these and upon all men

charged with fiduciary trusts there rests a grave
responsibility.

If the purposes of donors in the future, as they
have been mainly in the past, shall be faithfully
executed, there hardly seems a limit to the be-
stowments that will be made for worthy objects ;
but, if the time shall come when even a few trusted
ones shall prove recreant, then, and that sudden¬
ly, will the streams run dry and the fountains of
benevolence cease to flow. The giving is of more

account than the getting, but most of all is the
service of faithful stewardship.

MICROBIAN PRODUCTS WHICH FAVOR
INFECTION.

The importance attached to matters secreted
by pathogenic microbes is constantly on the in-
crease. As a result pathologists now attribute
to the secretions the greater portion of the effects
which minute organisms produce.

From a purely physiological standpoint micro-
bian products may be divided into the three fol-
lowing groups: 1. Those which exert upon the
economy a poisonous influence, and upon which
the virulent properties of the microbe depends.
2. Those possessing a vaccinating power; they
confer immunity not by accumulating in the
tissues but by passing through them and modify-
ing the dynamic power of cells and the chemical
qualities of the fluids and tissues. Finally, a

third group, which, though themselves non-path-
ogenic, diminish the power of resistance of the
organism to the attacks of other pathogenic
varities; and even render forms non-pathogenic
virulent.

The effects upon the system of the different
products secreted by these microscopic forms
have been very thoroughly studied by Prof.
Charles Bouchard of Paris, and the results
reached have been recently published in a
memoir entitled "Action des Produits Secretes par
les Microbes Pathogènes. Paris, 1890." From
the Gazette Hebdomadaire we translate a review
of that portion of the work of Prof. Bouchard re¬

lating to the "History of Microbian Products,"
which diminish the resistance of the organism to
the pathogenic agents and thus favor the devel¬
opment of infectious diseases.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Seven Hundered Papers.\p=m-\This is the report-

ed number of papers submitted at the Berlin
Congress. The paper presented by Professor
Bouchard, of Paris, required two hours for its
delivery. At that rate, it is difficult to conceive
how justice could be done to each contributor, or

at what dates discussions would be in order.
The Annual Meeting of the Mississippi

Valley Medical Association. \p=m-\We desire
again to refer to the annual meeting of this As-
sociation, which will convene Oct. 8 at Louisville,
and continue in session for three days. The city
of Louisville can afford ample accommodations for
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any number of guests, and the profession of that
city, whatsoever they undertake, are never found
wanting. We not only anticipate a large atten-
dance, but also the presentation of an unusual
number of valuable papers. Pleasure and profit
will conspire to render this meeting a notable
success.

The American Rhinological Association
will hold its eighth annual session at Louisville,
Ky., Oct. 6, 7, 8. All leading subjects relating
to nasal and naso-pharyngeal diseases will be
opened for discussion by a leading fellow of the
Association. The Secretary, Dr. R. S. Knode,
Omaha, Nebraska, will furnish any information
to physicians desiring to become members. As
the date of the first session is three days earlier
than that of the meeting of tlfe Mississippi Val¬
ley Medical Association it will be feasible, for
those who so desire, to attend both Societies, as

the meetings of both are to be held in Louisville.
Ontario Medical Association.—We have

recently received a copy of the manual of this
prosperous Association. It is a finely printed
pamphlet of twenty-four pages, with revised and
amended contents down to June, 1889. It gives
the membership and officers to the date of the
last Convention, also the Constitution, By-Laws
and elaborate Code of Ethics, which latter is
essentially the same as that of the American
Medical Association. It is a most attractive and
serviceable little handbook.

American Public Health Association.—
The next meeting will be held at Charleston,
S. C. It will convene December 16. The ses¬
sions will be continued for four days. Among
the topics announced are those of sanitary house
construction in its various details, the disposal of
sewerage, isolation of hospitals for infectious and
contagious diseases, maritime sanitation at ports
of entry, the restriction of tuberculosis, etc. We
anticipate the presentation of a valuable series of
papers in connection with this meeting.

Dr. Robert Stephenson, of Adrian, Mich.,
died August 11, at Berlin, whither he had gone
as a delegate to the International Congress. As
his death was sudden, the police officials believed
it to be expedient to investigate its causes. A
post-mortem was held, and the official verdict
was that Dr. Stephenson died from cardiac

syncope, superinduced by an overdose of morphia,
taken accidentally, as is believed, and not at all
with suicidal intent.

The Microbe in London.—Our latest advices
are to the effect that cholera is steadily making
advances in Russia, in Spain, and along the bor¬
ders of the Red and Mediterranean Seas ; but the
notable fact of the week, which seemingly is well
authenticated, is that of the appearance of a sin¬
gle case of cholera in London.

Those who are not committed to the view of
specific contagion will enquire with emphasis if
it be not true, that sporadic cases, as a rule, pre¬
cede any local development of an epidemic of this
disease—cases in which seemingly no means of
transmission was possible. In this instance we

sincerely hope that no effort will be spared in de¬
termining all the circumstances connected with
its development. Was there any possible means
of communication of this patient with others in
any of the infested districts? Do the physicians
in attendance unite in pronouncing this to be a

typical case of Asiatic cholera ? Is there any
evidence that the disease is being communicated
to other persons in immediate contact with the
patient ? Facts in such a case as this are valua¬
ble, and a critical observance of them on the part
of the London physicians will be of special ser¬

vice to the profession.
The Care of the Insane in the State

of New York.—The redistricting of the State
to conform to the new act providing for the care

of the county insane, by the State asylums, will
be begun in September. The Board, appointed
for that purpose, will make a temporary appor¬
tionment, subject to future alterations as occa¬

sion may dictate. When the division of the
State into districts shall have been made, the
charge at all hospitals will be the same to the
counties for the same class of patients. There
is an informal understanding that when the State
shall have completed its provisions so as to ac¬

commodate all the insane then in the county
almshouses, the amounts to be charged to the
counties, respectively, will be $2.50 per week for
the class of patients that have been under treat¬
ment for three or four years, while for the class
under treatment for less periods, the charge will
be $4.00 per week.
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